St Mary's Primary School Newsletter
Phone: 5856 1347 & 5856 1989

Fax: 5856 1851

E-mail: admin@smrushworth.catholic.edu.au

Volume 1, Issue 3

2 March 2021

St Mary’s Catholic School is a community that walks in the footsteps of Jesus and works in
partnership with families in the Josephite tradition, to develop and educate the whole child.
St Mary’s Primary School Advisory Council Members
Catherine Fraser, Principal
Matt Barlow 0417 105 603
Sharon Gleeson 0409 506 923
Stephen Francis 0418 178 630
Thea Parry
Dee Walker 0418 991 756
Amanda Williams 0400 108 564
St Mary’s School is committed to child safety and to the inclusion of all students.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
St Mary’s acknowledges the Ngurai-illum Wurrung people, the traditional custodians of the land on
which our school is situated. We commit to working in partnership with Aboriginal people for
reconciliation and justice.

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
Let us all have courage.

We look forward to working this year to strive to
fulfil and exceed our vision. My hope is that you too
13.4.1874 are willing and ready to come on the journey.

VALUES OF THE WEEK
Love and Compassion
Vision Statement
At this time of the school year it is often wise to
reflect on our purpose -our reason for coming along
each day and sharing our energy, skills and wisdom.

St Mary’s Catholic School is a community who walks
in the footsteps of Jesus and works in partnership
with families in the Josephite tradition, to develop
and educate the whole child in a safe learning
environment.

Thank you to our parents and carers for your
endeavours to ensure such a smooth start for our
students. I am very aware of the energy it takes to
support young people to get used to new routines,
people and experiences. The learning spaces feel
every settled and I am very impressed that our
foundation students are so confident in coming to
school and working all day. I am also impressed
with the care taken by some of our students as they
support younger siblings and students coming into
school. There is a great energy from staff who are
very eager to put all their ideas gathered over the
past months and year into placed.

This latest interruption to our students learning was
unexpected, however, if we all comply with the
Stage 4 lockdown restrictions, we should be back on
site very soon.
Please remember that there are only four reasons
This vision statement is one of the foundation
to leave home:
documents at St Mary’s. Along with our Vision
1.
Shopping for necessary goods
Statement of being a community who walks with
Caregiving or compassionate reasons
Jesus and works in partnership with families and our 2.
Essential work or permitted education
motto of “caring for the whole child’, we endeavour 3.
4.
Exercise (can leave home for two hours a day
each day to ensure that we are providing
for exercise)
opportunities for our students to flourish and
develop to their full potential.
Cate Fraser
PRINCIPAL

St Mary's Newsletter – Page 1

Each Mon Lunch orders
New prices as of 1 Feb 2021
Tue & Thu Breakfast Club
3 Mar
(Wed)

School Photos
Envelopes must be returned by 9:00am

5 Mar
(Fri)

P & F AGM
9am @ St Marys Hall. All welcome

8 Mar
(Mon)

Labour Day Public Holiday
NO SCHOOL

1 Apr
(Thu)

Last Day of Term One
Students dismissed at 3:20pm

2 Apr
(Fri)

Good Friday

19 Apr
(Mon)

Term Two Begins
All students return

SCHOOL PHOTOS
WEDNESDAY MARCH 3RD
Envelopes have been sent out. Please check your
child’s bag. These need to be returned by 9:00am
tomorrow morning.
Family envelopes are also attached for students
with siblings at school.
ALL ENVELOPES MUST BE RETURNED TO THE
OFFICE REGARDLESS OF AN ORDER BEING
PLACED OR NOT THANKS.
Payment is either cash (exact money please as no
change given), cheque or credit card (online orders
only).
CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
SUNDAY MARCH 7TH
Our students will participate in “Clean Up
Australia’ campaign on Friday March 6th. We will
focus on the area around our school.
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND (CSEF)
This applies to families who hold a current
Centrelink concession or Health care card. An
application form will be sent home today Please
complete, sign and return this form to the office as
soon as possible.
MEDICAL AND PERMISSION FORMS
An email has been sent advising that medical
details on PAM require your attention. We ask that
parents complete these updates as soon as
possible.
SCHOOL FEES
The 2021 school fee letter will be emailed in the
next week. Our school fees are increasing slightly
and Georgia has developed a table whereby
payments can be made weekly, fortnightly,
monthly, by term or annually. You are encouraged
to make regular payments because School
excursions and camps must be paid to enable your
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child to attend. There is an option to set up
Centrepay through Centrelink. Parents and carers
are encouraged to see Mrs Fraser asap if you are
having difficulty meeting the fee commitment.
DAILY SCHEDULE AT ST MARY’S SCHOOL
Music: 8.45am
Bell: 8.50am
Learning time: 8.50am – 10.50am (includes a fruit
break)
First break: Eating time: 10.50am – 11.00am
Play time: 11.00am – 11.35am
Learning time: 11.35am – 1.35pm (includes a fruit
break)
Second break: Eating time: 1.35pm – 1.45pm
Play time: 1.45pm – 2.20pm
Learning time: 2.20pm – 3.20pm
Dismissal bell: 3.20pm
Supervision is provided by staff from 8.30am until
3.20pm. Students should not arrive at school
before 8.30am, and should be collected from
school at 3.20pm unless alternative arrangements
have been made with School leadership.
Staff wear hi vis vests while on duty.
NO child is to leave the school grounds during
school hours unless permission has been granted.

not to park near the tennis fence close to the
entrance to the carpark as our students wait in
that area.
STUDENT ABSENCES
A note of explanation is required each time a child
is absent from school. It is a legal requirement for
teachers to keep an accurate roll of student
attendance. You can report an absence via PAM
notification, email, phone call or note to the Office.
Please note that if a child is marked absent on the
morning roll and we have not received a
notification of absence from the parent/carer by
9.00am, a phone call will be made by office staff to
determine the child’s whereabouts.
UNIFORM
I have noticed many students wearing runners
every day of the week. Please be aware that all
student wear runners on Thursday for Bluearth.
Each class wears runners on their sport day as
follows: Monday – 3/4 & 5/6 students Tuesday F/1 and 2/3 students. Other days students should
be wearing shoes as per our uniform policy. St
Mary’s uniform was in last fortnight’s newsletter.
Hats are compulsory for term 1 and 4.

END OF DAY ROUTINE
Students who go home on the bus gather under the
bus shelter.
Students who are picked up by parents gather in
the quadrangle and are escorted across Hume St.
to the car park.
Students who walk or ride home are escorted to
cnr of Parker, Reed and Southam Sts.
CAR PARK
When entering and leaving the carpark, please be
mindful of other vehicles and pedestrians. The
teacher on duty will walk the students to the tennis
court gate and during COVID, staff have been
guiding students to their parents in the carpark.
NO child is to walk through the car park without an
adult.
We also ask that all cars are parked facing the
south (bush) and that they leave via behind the
school hall onto Reed St. This is to alleviate the
busyness of the Hume St entrance. You are asked
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Week 3/Term 1

William Ogden
Mia Chillingsworth
Sophie Garvey

F/1 MS: Zeliha Hanson
2/3 HD: Ethan Snelling-Martin
3/4 TP:
5/6 BS: Riley Knight
PRINCIPAL AWARDS: Bryce Hudson, Reily
Atkinson and Nevaeh Shelton

Wishing a Happy Birthday to
everyone celebrating a
birthday in the coming weeks
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MONDAY LUNCH ORDERS
(PRICE LIST)
$

Meat pie
4.00
Pastie
4.00
Party pie
1.70
Mini pizza (Sup’ or Ham & Pine’) 3.00
Sausage roll (large)
3.50
Sausage roll (small)
.80
Cheese & bacon roll
2.00
3 filling sandwich
3.50
3 filling roll
4.00
4 filling sandwich
4.00
4 filling roll
4.50
Sandwich with the lot
5.00
Roll with the lot
6.00
Big M (small) (Choc/Straw)
2.50
Nippys (small) (Choc/Straw)
2.50
Primas (Orange or Apple)
1.50
Sauce extra .20c
Remember: Children will need to
hand in their orders, in a paper bag,
by 9:30am on Monday morning.
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CHILDREN’S CHATTER MATTERS
In order to prepare for the language & learning demands of the
school environment, children need ample time and opportunity to
engage in meaningful interactions with their family.
Research suggests that the types of questions we ask and the
quality of discussions we have with our children, from a very young age, are linked to school
success. As children progress through the grades they must learn to use extended discourse
in telling stories, giving explanations, reporting, expressing an opinion or writing an essay.
Asking children “if, why and how” type questions allows them to deepen their thinking and
prepare longer and more complex responses. It makes sense to build their confidence with
extended discourse gradually, beginning with simple oral tasks.
In each weekly newsletter this year, our school’s Speech Pathologist will provide some “family
friendly”, fun activities aimed to enhance all students' learning and literacy skills.
We encourage you to set some time aside each week so that you can get the most out of your
interactions with your child. In a busy household, sometimes the car is the best place for
these focused activities. The key ingredients for a creative interaction are a time, a place, a
willing talking partner or audience and an engaging topic or activity.
Positive communication experiences at home help children feel accepted and valued. Growth in
spoken language skills will build children’s self-confidence and help them learn to negotiate
social interactions at school. This often transfers to other aspects of their learning and life.
You will also note that there are many links to recommended websites, apps and other
technology resources. Whilst we suggest these technology- based activities, they are not
essential to language and literacy learning. So much learning can come from the quality
interactions you have with your child around a book, a movie or a simple board game.
Ten activities will be provided each term focusing on key areas of oral language supporting
literacy, learning and socialising. Feel free to adjust these activities according to your child’s
grade level.
The following link is to the most comprehensive website available that provides parents with
activities that are free, easily accessible and enjoyable. Each activity has been carefully
selected to reflect the highest quality, up-to-date research evidence on early literacy
development. There is also advice for parents who are concerned about their child’s reading
and language development.
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http://www.fivefromfive.org.au/parent-resources/

St Mary's Newsletter – Page 7

St Mary's Newsletter – Page 8

