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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

Be not hasty in judging one another 
15.11.1878 

VALUES OF THE WEEK 
Love and Understanding 

 
Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be registered.  

This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 

to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family 

of David. 
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, 

the Lord. 
This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favours!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us." 

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the 

manger. 
When they saw this, 

they made known 
what had been told 

them about this 
child; 

and all who heard it 
were amazed at 

what the shepherds 
told them. 

But Mary treasured 
all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

On behalf of St Mary’s Staff, I wish all our families a very happy 
and holy Christmas and a wonderful New Year.  We thank you 

for your ongoing support throughout the year and for your 
enduring commitment to your child/ren’s education.  Through 

working together with our parents and carers, we can 
encourage and promote improved learning outcomes among 

our students.  God bless you all and have a safe and happy 
holiday.  

 

Cate Fraser 
PRINCIPAL 

 

mailto:principal@smrushworth.catholic.edu.au
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Mondays Breakfast Club 
 
Thursdays Bluearth 
 (Runners to be worn) 
 
11 Dec Statewide Transition Day 
  (Tue) All students to attend their chosen school for 2019 
 
14 Dec End of Year Mass & BBQ 
  (Fri) 5:30pm @ St Mary’s Church, then BBQ 
 
16 Dec Rushworth Community Christmas Carols 
  (Sun) 5:30-7:00 @ Rushworth Lions Park 
 
17 Dec Swimming Carnival (Stanhope) 
  (Mon) Whole school excursion 
 
18 Dec Kris Kringle (KK) 
  (Tue) Present to the value of $5.00 each 
 
19 Dec Last day of term 
  (Wed) Students finishes @ 3:20pm 
 
20-21 Dec Staff Planning Days 
  (Thu-Fri) 
 
29 Jan 19 Staff Return for 2019 
  (Tues) 
 
30 Jan 19 Students Return for 2019 
  (Wed) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GARDENING 
December Families 

 
R & T Donovan 

M & D Cross 
S Garvey / S Doige 

C & R Griffin 
 

The gardening group is asked to please weed, sweep 
and dust cobwebs around the school 

gardens/grounds.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 

14 Sleeps till Christmas  

 
END OF YEAR MASS & BBQ 

FRIDAY, 14 DECEMBER @ 5:30PM 
On Friday, aligned with our Catholic ethos, we will 

celebrate the end of the school year with a Mass and 
BBQ.  Mass will be celebrated in St Mary’s Church 

beginning at 5.30pm.  Following the Mass our school 
awards will be presented.   

• Our MacKillop awards will be given to one 
student in each classroom for consistently displaying 
the values of Mary MacKillop (compassion, empathy, 

kindness & justice) during the year.   
• The Neighbourhood Watch award will be 

presented to students from F/1/2 and 3/4 for being a 
good friend to others.   

• The CWA award goes to a  Yr 6student who 
has shown commitment to their learning and who 

will be attending Rushworth P-12 College.   
• The Bendigo Bank Community Spirit award 

goes to a grade 5 student who has shown community 
spirit and dedication to their learning.   

• This year we have 2 new awards: St Vincent de 
Paul Conference award goes to a grade 5 student who 
has shown excellent social justice strategies and who 
is aware of and practises the school PBIS approaches.   

• Rushworth P-12 award goes to a grade 6 
student who has shown commitment to our PBIS 

approaches and who will be attending Rushworth P-
12 College. 

Following Mass there will be a BBQ in the school 
grounds.  Prices for food listed below. 

Please note that our BBQ is a non-alcoholic event. 
 

Families are asked to bring a salad to share please. 
BYO drinks. 

Sausage in bread:  $2 each 
Hamburger in bread ($3 each) 

Plate of salads ($5) 
Plate of 2x meats and salads ($7) 

 

 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.defaultindustryleaders.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/upcoming-events-photo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.defaultindustryleaders.com/events/&h=486&w=2000&tbnid=-xzmWBMdoAKvWM:&zoom=1&docid=9K4_tSc-GbH0lM&ei=N61aVZ-xDoT78QXapYHoAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CEEQMygbMBs


 

St Mary's Newsletter – Page 3 

SWIMMING CARNIVAL, STANHOPE 
MONDAY, 17 DECEMBER 

.  This event is a fun day for the junior classes and will 
consist of games in the shallow pool and all students 
will receive participation ribbons.  The senior classes 
compete in several events with the overall winners 

being announced at the conclusion. 
The bus will leave St Mary’s shortly after 9.00am and 

return by 1.30pm so lunch orders will still be 
available.  Please send some fruit and snacks for your 
child to have at the pool, as well as their water bottle.    
Permission/s via your PAM “app” have been issued.  

These will need to be validated via the app. 
 

KRIS KRINGLE 
TUESDAY 18 DECEMBER 

All students will be allocated a KK 
person from their class.  Please 

purchase a gift to the value of $5.  
Students will then exchange their gifts 

on this date. 
 

VOLUNTEER BBQ AT KY FAUNA PARK 
THURSDAY 20 DECEMBER 

Mrs Fraser will take 4 students who have been 
involved in the Meals on Wheels program to Kyabram 

for a Volunteers BBQ.  This event is sponsored by 
Campaspe Shire in recognition and thanks for our 

ongoing volunteer work for the community.   
 

ST MARY’S STAFF 2019; 
CANONICAL ADMINISTRATOR – Fr Joseph 
Thippabathini 
PRINCIPAL – Cate Fraser 
LEAD TEACHER & SPECIAL EDUCATION– Katherine 
Jamieson 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR – Lisa 
Hitchcock 
ABORIGINAL NETWORK OFFICER – Thea Parry 
SPORT OFFICER - Kerry Morse 
GRADE F/1 –Mrs Thea Parry 
GRADE 1/2 – Miss Mia Shanahan 
GRADE 3/4 –Mrs Katherine Jamieson 
GRADE 5/6 – Mrs Lisa Hitchcock 
ART – Ms Lou Walsh 
SCIENCE & MATHS SUPPORT –Mrs Sue Deane 
(senior classes) 
ITALIAN & LITERACY/NUMERACY SUPPORT– Ms 
Chris Fredricksen (senior classes) 
LITERCY/NUMERACY SUPPORT – Mrs Kerry Morse 
(junior classes) 

ESO- Jennie Hayes, Kate Stewart, Laura Martin, Gerry 
Doolan 
STUDENT & FAMILY SUPPORT OFFICER - Jennie 
Hayes 
SSO- Simon Fraser 
ADMIN OFFICERS -  Georgia Francis, Peta Williams 

 
FAREWELL AND THANKYOU 

We thank and farewell the following teachers and 
education support officers who are leaving St Mary’s.   

Maxine Ryan –Maxine is retiring after 50 years as an 
educator.  Maxine has taught in South Australia and in 
several schools in our local area including Stanhope, 
Colbinabbin and Heathcote.  Maxine has been a 
teacher at St Mary’s since 1991 and in that time she 
received the NEiTA (National Excellence In Teaching 
Award) and has been part of many successful 
initiatives at St Mary’s.  Maxine has readily shared her 
expertise and strategies with teachers and parents 
over that time and many students in the Rushworth, 
Colbinabbin and Stanhope areas have benefitted from 
her passion to improve student outcomes 
There will be an afternoon tea on Wednesday 
December 19th at 3.30pm to acknowledge 
Maxine’s retirement.  All are encouraged and very 
welcome to attend. 
Katie Rasmussen – Katie began her teaching career 
at St Mary’s in 2007 and has spent the past 12 years 
working with our students.  Katie has grown from a 
graduate teacher to a lead teacher in her time at St 
Mary’s and she has managed the roles of sports 
coordinator, religious education coordinator and 
deputy principal while teaching the senior students in 
5/6 and 3/4.   Katie is looking forward to working in a 
new learning environment at St Patrick’s in Tongala 
and will work through her successes and challenges 
in the same professional manner as she did at St 
Mary’s. 
Maree Sexton – Maree is also retiring as an educator 
this year.  Maree began her teaching career at St 
Mary’s Rushworth in 1986 as a graduate teacher and 
has spent 32 years in Catholic Education teaching at 
St Monica’s Kangaroo Flat, Holy Rosary White hills, St 
Joseph’s Quarry Hill, OLSH Elmore as well as St 
Brigid’s in Wynyard, Tasmania.  How blessed is 
Catholic Education, Sandhurst to have had Maree 
Sexton as a teacher in their education system for 32 
quality years. Maree has been extremely grateful to 
complete the circle and finish as chaplain at the 
school where she began teaching as a graduate.  We 
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will miss Maree’s gentle manner and her words of 
wisdom. 
Prue Barlow – is going on maternity leave.  Prue will 
finish as an Educational Support Officer but she will 
possibly return as a casual relief teacher later in the 
year after her baby is born. 
Grace Wachter – is moving to Melbourne to 
complete her graduate year in nursing at Royal 
Children’s Hospital.  Grace’s time at St Mary’s has 
given her experience as she begins work with 
children in another field. 

 
GRADE SIX STUDENTS 

This year 8 students are graduating from St Mary’s 
School.   We thank these students for their leadership 
over the past two years and wish them every blessing 
for their transition to their chosen Secondary College. 
Marcos Bain –St Augustine’s College Kyabram, Patrick 

Donovan, Harper Francis, Imogen Robertson, Josh 
Francis and Isobel Ralph – Kyabram P-12  

College, Amber Clark and Kaleb McIlroy – Rushworth 
P-12 College. 

 
FAMILIES WHO ARE LEAVING ST MARY’S IN 2019 

Nicole Crosbie has been part of St Mary’s for many 
years and we thank her for her support over that 

time.  
Rob and Tammy Donovan have been active members 

of our School Board and P & F.  Tammy has been 
president of the P&F and was also the cleaner at 
school.  We thank them both for their generous 

contribution and support. 
Darren, Nicole and Amber Clark joined our school 

mid-year. 
Matt and Renea Cruz are moving to Melbourne for 
work with their children Ava and Zac.  Renae is our 

current Board chairperson and P&F committee 
member and we thank her for her contribution to St 

Mary’s. 
David and Michelle Cross are moving to Tatura with 
Mitchell.  We thank Michelle for her input on school 

Board.  
Andrew and Sherrie Byrne are moving to Armstrong 

Creek with Kylan after a short stay at St Mary’s. 
 

PLANNING DAY 2019 
Yesterday our 2019 staff had a very productive day 
planning for next year.  It was great to witness the 

sharing of ideas and support of each other during the 
day.  Scope and sequence overviews in various 

curriculum areas were discussed and developed with 

activities and events planned for our students.  Our 
staff with the support of the school leadership are 

privileged to have many great opportunities for 
Professional Learning during the year which provides 
them with strategies and knowledge in best practice.   

Hopefully this will continue during 2019.   
 

REPORTS 
As we move into the technology age your child’s 

report will be made available to you on PAM (Parent 
Access Module) next Tuesday December 18th.  This 
semester, however, we will also send home a final 

printed copy 
 

STATEWIDE TRANSITION DAY  
Today your child/ren enjoyed the experience of 
working in their 2019 class group.  The senior 

students were allocated a foundation buddy.  If you 
have any questions regarding the class groups please 

see your child’s teacher or see me.  All students 
settled into their new class groups with enthusiasm 

and we look forward to a very rewarding year in 
2019.  

 
FIRST DAY 2019 

School for all our students will commence on 
Wednesday January 30th.  Foundation students will 
attend for the 3 days in week one and after that they 

will have Wednesday at home as a rest day. 
Staff will return on Tuesday January 29th for 

meetings and final preparations. 
 

SCHOLASTIC BOOKCLUB 
All Scholastic Bookclub orders have now closed for 

the year. Please contact Scholastic directly if you have 
any further orders.  

 
ADVENT PRAYER SERVICES 

The remaining prayer services for the week three and 
four of Advent will be held at 9am in the Grace 5 & 6 

classroom:  
Friday 14 December - F/1/2 KJ 

Tuesday 18 December - F/1/2 TP 
All are welcome to attend. 

 
SCHOOL CHOOKS 

If you are able to look after the chooks over the 
school holidays please contact the school. 
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SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

Ava Cruz, Makayla and Matilda Lockwood, Violet 
Newlands will make their First Reconciliation this 

evening during the whole parish Reconciliation, 
Tuesday 11 December at 7pm in St Mary's Church 

Rushworth. All are welcome to attend.  
Please pray for Ava, Makayla, Matilda, Violet and their 

families as they continue their faith journey.  
Confirmation and First Eucharist will be celebrated 

on Sunday 28 April, 2019. The Steps in Faith program 
will begin early in term one next year. 

 
PLENARY 2020 

The Plenary Council 2020 is a gathering of the Church 
in Australia to make decisions for the future. Your 

voice is important. All people are invited to 
contribute to the Plenary Council agenda by sharing 

your experience of faith and of the Church.  
 

You are invited to join a small group for Plenary 
Council Listening and Dialogue Encounters that will 
be held at St Mary’s Primary School. Register your 
interest with Mrs Hitchcock. We are gathering to 

pray, talk and listen to one another about our 
experiences of faith, and the Church. Read more about 

this and how you can #shareyourstory at 
plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au. 

 
GRADE FIVE JUST LEADERSHIP DAY 

The Grade Five representatives did an absolutely 
great job at the Just Leadership Day on Friday, 30 

November. They demonstrated the wonderful 
leadership qualities of compassion, hope for the 

future, courage, determination, collaboration and 
initiative through their participation. 

 
The students made new friends from the other 

schools, learned a lot about what makes a good leader 
and a range of local, national and global issues. They 

came up with a range of actions they could undertake 
to create a more just and sustainable world for all. 

 
Students are looking forward to putting all they 

learned in to action when they launch the Caritas 
2019 Project Compassion at the beginning of Lent 

next year. 
 

 
Shantelle, Zahley, Elsie-May & Ella enjoyed the Just Leadership 

Day 

 
MINI VINNIES 

The Mini Vinnies planned a wonderful Hostel 
Christmas visit. The Grade 5 & 6 class, with their 

Foundation Buddies, had a great time singing carols, 
performing some of their concert performances, 

presenting residents and staff with their beautifully 
made Christmas cards and sharing some Christmas 
treats. The Buddies have had a great year enjoying 
their friendships and sharing lots of fun activities.  

 
Thanks to our Chaplain Jenny Hayes, Chris Brown, 
Leah Huggard and all the residents for a fantastic 

time. 
 

The last day of Icy poles will be today, Tuesday 11 
December. 50c each with a limit of two per student.  

The Mini Vinnies will present their fundraising 
cheque to the local St Vincent de Paul Conference at 

the End of year and graduation Mass. 
 

Caritas Australia Global Gifts  
This Christmas you can protect the miracle of 

motherhood by giving a Caritas Global Gift. 
For friends and family, who like you, know they don’t 
need more ‘things’, your gift can help provide clean 
water, food or sustainable livelihoods things we so 

often take for granted here in Australia.   
In return for your donation toward your chosen gift, 
you receive a beautiful card to give to your loved one 

showing you have made a contribution on their 

behalf.  
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 Purchase online at www.caritas.org.au/globalgifts or 
phone 1800 024 413 

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 
Term 4/Week 8 

 
 

F/1/2 KJ: Lailah Francis & Lucas Jones 
F/1/2 TN: Eli Shelton & Cooper Gleeson 
3/4 KR: Violet Newlands 
5/6 LH Harper Francis & Amber Clarke 

 
 

 
 

Corey Knight 

Madalen Knight 

Mitchell Cross 

Leigh Crabtree 

Logan Howe 

Nevaeh Shelton 

Billie Johnstone 

Josh Francis 

Charlie McLean 

Emily McLean 

Shantelle Batt 

Mrs Parry 

Wishing a Happy Birthday to everyone 

celebrating a birthday in the coming weeks 

and over the school holidays. 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS TREE COMPETITION 
COLBINABBIN 

This year there's going to be a Christmas Tree 
Competition in Colbinabbin.  You can enter as an 

individual, or a group.  All you have to do is make a 
Chrissy Tree out of anything, and it can be any size!  
It's that easy!  Go through your recycling bin, your 
shed, your garden, your cupboards and give things 

another life!! 
Bring your tree to the Colbinabbin Country Hotel by 
Sunday, 23 December before 4:00pm, just in time for 
Carols by Barrels.  Between 4:00 and 6:00pm, people 

will have the chance to put coins in a tin for 
whichever tree they love the most.  All the proceeds 
from the voting will go to the Colbinabbin CFA, and 

the winner will receive a $100 voucher from the 
hotel.  So get creative and get cracking!!! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and happy 

Christmas and New Year. 

 

Enjoy the holiday break and see you all 

in 2019 
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MONDAY LUNCH ORDERS (LUNCH PRICE LIST) 

 $ 
 Meat pie 3.50 
 Pastie 3.50 
 Party pie 1.20 
 Mini pizza (Sup’ or Ham & Pine’) 3.00 
 Sausage roll (large) 3.00 
 Sausage roll (small) .80 
 Cheese & bacon roll 1.20 
 3 filling sandwich 3.50 
 3 filling roll 4.00 
 4 filling sandwich 4.00 
 4 filling roll 4.50 
 Sandwich with the lot 5.00 
 Roll with the lot 6.00 
 Big M (small) (Choc/Straw) 2.50 
 Nippys (small) (Choc/Straw) 2.50 
 Primas (Orange or Apple) 1.50 
   Sauce extra .20c 

 
Remember:  Children will need to hand in their 

orders, in a paper bag, early on Monday 
morning as a staff member from the Rushworth 

Bakery will arrive to collect the orders at 
9:30am. 
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Children’s Chatter Matters! 
 

Language Learning activities to have a go at home. 
 

 

Ten activities will be provided during term 4 focusing on pragmatic 

language skills.  Pragmatics refers to the social use of language and 

includes what we say, how we say it, our body language and whether it is 

appropriate to the situation. 

 

7. Discuss feelings and emotions and encourage the use of words rather than actions. Model sentences to your 

child e.g. I can see you’re upset because… Give examples and provide reasons e.g. That makes me feel …… 

because…. Try to use a range of different vocabulary such as excited, embarrassed, upset, confused. 

 

8. Try to communicate with your child without using words. It will be important to use facial expression and 

body language.  

 

 

 

9. Encourage your child to order their own drink or food from a café. They will need to greet the waiter/ 

waitress, request their items and end the exchange appropriately with thank you.  

 

10. Language is used for a huge range of purposes. Has your child had a chance to practice all of these this 

week: 

 - instruct     - persuade 

 - predict     - explain 

 - negotiate      - sympathize 

 - clarify     - retell a story  

 - disagree     - apologise  
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PH: (03) 58 51 8400 
Fax:(03) 58 51 8425 

8 High Street, Rushworth VIC 3612 
 

“Achieving a healthy community is our mission” 

 

Clinic Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm 

“Achieving a healthy community is our mission” 

Physiotherapist:   Every 2nd Thursday  DR Joe Swiss  FRACGP, MBBCH, AMC, MSHHM 

Mental Health Clinician: Every 2nd Wed  Practice Manager: Deanne Walker 

Pathology clinic:  Wednesday   Practice Nurses: Amy Francis 

9:00am-11.30am  (or by appointment)     Amanda Williams 

Cervical screening nurses: Every 6 weeks Receptionists:  Angela Moore 

    Wendy Towan 

  Free Childhood immunisations at a time that suits you 
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