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THOUGHT OF THE WEEKTHOUGHT OF THE WEEKTHOUGHT OF THE WEEKTHOUGHT OF THE WEEK    

You must try to be blind to the faults of those around you 

21.5.1877 

VALUES OF THE WEEKVALUES OF THE WEEKVALUES OF THE WEEKVALUES OF THE WEEK    

Love and Compassion 

 

Dear Parents, Friends and Guardians, 

 

We have had an action packed two weeks at St Mary’s.  Our 

students have been lucky enough to participate in various 

activities, representing our school with pride.  It makes us 

all so proud to hear the positive feedback we receive about 

our students. 

 

Kyabram Club Cheque PresentationKyabram Club Cheque PresentationKyabram Club Cheque PresentationKyabram Club Cheque Presentation    

I was fortunate to accompany our grade 6 leaders and some 

of their families to the Kyabram Club for a cheque 

presentation to our school.  It was a wonderful night.  Our 

student leaders spoke passionately about their love of our 

school’s garden and the impact it has on their learning.  The 

board of the Kyabram Club were impressed by all of the 

students’ efforts in presenting to everyone in attendance.  

Thank you to Josh, Imogen, Harper, Amber, Patrick, Marcos 

and Isobel. 

 

Sovereign HillSovereign HillSovereign HillSovereign Hill    

Our excursion to Sovereign Hill was a great success.  

Students loved learning about the history and geography 

associated with the Ballarat Goldfields in the 1850’s.  All the 

students represented our school beautifully and did their 

school and community proud.  It was nice to hear such 

positive comments from the staff at Sovereign Hill about 

our students’ manners, care and thirst for learning.  Thank 

you to the St Mary’s staff who worked a very long day to 

ensure that the students were able to have every learning 

experience possible. 

 

Rochester NetballRochester NetballRochester NetballRochester Netball    

Some of our grade 4/5/6 girls represented our school at a 

tournament in Rochester against Rochester Primary School, 

Lockington Primary School, Twin Rivers Primary School and 

Campaspe Cluster Primary Schools.  Our girls had a great 

day out and played some fierce games of netball.  Thank 

you to Amy Francis and Mrs Hitchcock for coaching on the 

day and organising the day.  Also a big thank you to all of 

the supporters who went along to cheer for our girls. 

 

Rochester SilosRochester SilosRochester SilosRochester Silos    

Our school was fortunate to get funding from the Shire of 

Campaspe to run a bus to Rochester to view the silos.  We 

were able to turn this trip into a day of fantastic learning 

experiences provided by various members of the 

community.  Thank you to the Shire of Campaspe and 

Rochester Community for making this trip such a great 

experience.  The silos are certainly worth a look at if you 

have a free day in the holidays.  There is always someone 

there to discuss the silos – and the students now know 

where to go to show you the inspiration for the features of 

the artwork. 

 

I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holidays.  Be 

proud of your children.  They have all completed a fantastic 

semester of energy filled learning.  It is so rewarding for the 

teachers to see their progress - academically, socially and 

emotionally.  They are a credit to their families, school and 

community. 

Katie RasmussenKatie RasmussenKatie RasmussenKatie Rasmussen    

DEPUTYDEPUTYDEPUTYDEPUTY    PRINCIPALPRINCIPALPRINCIPALPRINCIPAL 
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Mondays Breakfast Club 

 

Thursdays Bluearth 

 (Runners to be worn) 

 

27 Jun  Campaspe Football Carnival 

  (Wed) Selected students only 

 P&F Pie Drive - Collection 

 Collect orders from the hall from 2:30pm 

 

29 Jun Last day of Term 2 

  (Fri) Dismissal @ 2:20pm 

 

18 Jul Damien Drum MP Visit 

  (Wed) Years 3/4/5 & 6 @ 10:00am 

 

23 Jul P & F Meeting 

  (Mon) @ 9:00am in staffroom 

 

24 & 25 Jul Learning Conversations 

  (Tue & Wed) Forms will be sent home in Term 3 

 

27 Jul Beauty & the Beast Production 

  (Fri) St Augustine’s, Kyabram 

 

30 Jul Board Meeting 

  (Mon) @ 6.30pm in Staff Room 

 

8 Aug Feast of St Mary of the Cross McKillop 

  (Wed) @ St Josephs, Nagambie 

 

27 Aug Veolia Waste Pioneers 

  (Mon) Years 5/6 only.  More info TBA 

 

4 Sep Sandhurst Arts on Show 

  (Tue) Years 3/4/5 & 6 only.   More info TBA 

 

FOOTY TIPPING 2018 

Don’t forget to pick up your footy tipping sheets from 

the school office, Perrys Meats, Colbinabbin General 

Store, Stanhope Post Office or Rushworth IGA. 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

THEA & WILLIAM 

St Mary’s School Community wish Thea Nippress and 

William Parry much love and happiness for their 

marriage this coming Saturday and best wishes for 

their future. 

Thea will not be at school on Thursday and Friday. 

 

HEAD LICE / NITS 

Cases of head lice have been reported at St Mary’s 

School.  Head lice are common in school-aged 

children and are the most adaptable of creatures.  

They have survived living solely on humans for 

10,000 years.  You may be reassured to know that 

they are commonly found in places other than St 

Mary’s School. 

The good news… 

We know where they live and we know how to find 

them. 

If you follow these steps, once a week, the control of 

head lice in your home will be greatly improved. 

Step 1 - Comb inexpensive hair conditioner on to dry, 

brushed (detangled) hair.  This makes it difficult for 

lice to grip the hair or run around. 

Step 2 - Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto a 

paper towel or tissue. 

Step 3 - Look on the tissue and on the comb for lice 

and eggs. 

Step 4 - If lice or eggs are found, the child should be 

treated. 

Step 5 - If the child has been treated recently and 

only hatched eggs are found, you may not have to 

treat since the eggs could be from the old infection. 

If your child has head lice – tell anyone who has had 

head to head contact with them and ask them to 

check their family for head lice. 

 

TIPS FOR PARENTS/CARERS IN REDUCING THE 

SPREAD OF HEAD LICE 

At a glance: 

As infestations are particularly common in primary 

schools, it is best to choose a treatment that can be 

used over time.  There is no single solution to 

eradication, only persistence. 

•    Regularly check your children's hair. 

•    Teach older children to check their own hair 

•    Tie back and braid long hair 

•    Keep a fine tooth head lice comb in the bathroom 

and encourage all family members to use it when 

they wash their hair. 
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WELCOME TANYA MARSHALL 

This week we welcome Tanya Marshall who is a 

student from the Rushworth P-12 College.  Tanya is 

completing work experience with our school and will 

be working in all of the classes throughout the week.  

We hope that Tanya enjoys her time at our school. 

 

FR JOSEPH 

Father Joseph has returned to India.  The Bishop 

contacted the parish to let them know that his Visa 

was about to end and he had to return to India.  

Father is hopeful that he will return to our parish in 

the near future.  Mass times will be advised.  

 

REPORTS 

Reports will be sent home Thursday, 28 June.  If you 

have any concerns, please contact the school. 

 

CAMPASPE FOOTBALL CARNIVAL 

WEDNESDAY, 27 JUNE 

Selected students will be participating.  A permission 

note was sent home last week.  Families need to 

transport students to the carnival.  If you are unable 

to take your child, please contact the school ASAP. 

 

LAST DAY OF TERM TWO 

FRIDAY, 29 JUNE 

Please remember school will be dismissed at 2:20pm 

this Friday. 

 

MR DAMIAN DRUM MP VISIT 

WEDNESDAY, 18 JULY 

Mr Damian Drum MP was unable to visit the school 

during the term one Civics & Citizenship focus due to 

other commitments.  He will visit our school to speak 

to the students about his role in the Federal 

Parliament and being a community leader. 

 

LEARNING CONVERSATIONS 

TUESDAY, 24 & WEDNESDAY, 25 JULY 

Forms will be sent out for appointment times early in 

Term 3. 

 

BEAUTY & THE BEAST 

FRIDAY, 27 JULY 

All students will travel to St Augustine’s in Kyabram 

to watch their production of Beauty and the Beast. 

Permission forms will be sent home in Term 3. 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC IDENTITY LEADERSHIP TEAM 

FEAST OF ST MARY OF THE CROSS MCKILLOP 

WEDNESDAY, 8 AUGUST 

Students will attend St Joseph’s, Nagambie to 

celebrate the Feast of St Mary of the Cross McKillop, 

with our neighbouring Josephite school.  A 

permission form will be sent home next term.  Here 

is some of St Mary of the Cross's early life story: 

 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 

Mary’s Early Life 

Mary Helen MacKillop was born to Alexander 

MacKillop and Flora MacKillop (nee MacDonald) on 

15 January, 1842.  Mary was the eldest of eight 

children.  Flora MacDonald, from Scotland, arrived in 

Australia in 1840, with her mother and brother.  

Alexander MacKillop was born in Scotland in 1812.  

He went to Rome to study for the priesthood, 

however, he returned to Scotland for health reasons.  

Alexander came to Australia in 1838 looking for a 

better life in the new country of Australia. 

Alexander and Flora met soon after her arrival and 

within three months of Flora arriving they were 

married on 14 July, 1840.  Alexander purchased their 

first family home in the April of 1841, in Brunswick 

Street, Fitzroy.  Mary was born at this home and 

there is a plaque that marks the place of Mary’s birth 

in Brunswick Street. 

Alexander and Flora had eight children, four girls 

and four boys.  The MacKillop children had an 

unsettled childhood.  Mary was educated well by her 

father; however, Alexander lacked understanding 

about financial matters.  Their home was not a 

prosperous one and there was not much happiness 

due to the failure of Alexander’s business dealings.  

Family and friends helped support the family and the 

family was often without a home.  The sense of 

hopelessness that the family often experienced was 

countered by Flora’s sense of providence, which 

means that ‘God will provide’.  This became a 

significant part of Mary’s being and served her well 

throughout life. 

The laneway next to Mary MacKillop heritage centre 

at 362 Albert Street, East Melbourne is called 

‘Providence Lane’.  The heritage centre is open to the 

public and is a well worth a visit to experience and 

discover more about St Mary of the Cross. 

http://www.marymackillopheritagecentre.org.au/ 

 

The children were rarely schooled formally outside 

of the home, and although Alexander could not 



 

St Mary's Newsletter – Page 4 

support the family financially, he educated them well 

in faith and their schoolwork.  Alexander could be 

absent from the family and Mary responded to her 

father’s inability to provide for the family by 

becoming the family’s primary provider.  Mary 

earned her living and supported her family as a 

governess, clerk or teacher from the age of fourteen. 

Next newsletter… Mary’s move to Penola, South 

Australia. 

 

VEOLIA WASTE PIONEERS 

MONDAY, 27 AUGUST 

Grade 5 & 6 students will participate in a 6-week 

program, organised by Veolia and the Shire of 

Campaspe, called Waste Pioneers.  The program aims 

to engage, educate and promote good recycling 

habits for the next generation of recyclers.  A number 

of resources will be provided, as well as ongoing 

support throughout the 6 week program. 

The program will be launched on Tuesday, 24 July.  

Students will participate in a range of activities and 

an excursion to Echuca for an education session, 

create a product or business proposal to re-purpose 

a 1.25L PET bottle, and create and present a 'Pitch' to 

the Judging Panel.  Please let Mrs Hitchcock know if 

you would like to be involved in the program here at 

St Mary’s. 

 

KYABRAM CLUB CHEQUE PRESENTATION 

Two weeks ago the Year 6 leaders attended a cheque 

presentation at the Kyabram Club.  All the students 

got up and spoke about the money being used for our 

school vegetable gardens.  Everyone seemed to take 

an interest in our Lemonade Lemons and Thorny 

Melons.  It was wonderful to see the students 

speaking with such confidence out in the community.  

A great night was had by all. 

 
Students representing the school at the Kyabram Club. 

 

ROCHESTER SILOS 

The 3-6 students visited the Rochester Silos 

yesterday.  Whilst there, the students engaged in an 

insightful conversation with the artist, Jimmy Dvate 

and his wife, Carmen, about the project.  They learnt 

that Jimmy has an interest in painting native wildlife 

to stimulate important conversations about 

conservation.  They were interested to see that grids 

were used to increase the scale of his original design. 

Next, the students visited the Opperman Museum 

where they learnt about Sir Hubert Opperman’s feats 

as a cyclist and as a community leader.  The students 

then inspected the Rochester Murals and learnt 

about the artists and their inspiration.  Rochester 

community members - Peter and Judy Anderson 

shared their knowledge with us at these 

destinations. 

We then had a stopover at St. Joseph's Primary 

School, Rochester.  We were welcomed by Mr 

Teggelove and Maria who let the students play in 

their exciting playground.  Whilst there, students 

were able to have a tour of the Chapel and Church. 

Thanks, St Joseph’s for making us feel so welcome. 

Then we were off on the Campaspe River Track 

where Jimmy got his inspiration from for his design 

on the silos.  Students looked for hints of what might 

be going on the next silo and for the bridge on the 

current silo. 

To finish, students enjoyed chips in the park where 

they watched Jimmy putting the finishing touches on 

the first silo. 

Thanks to the Shire of Campaspe for funding our bus 

for this wonderful day of the learning. 

 
Some of the students out the front of Jimmys artwork. 
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Some of the students admiring the Mural Voting Tree. 

 

SOVEREIGN HILL 

The whole school went on an excursion to Ballarat 

two weeks ago.  Here are some of the letters the 

students sent to them. 

 

Dear Sovereign Hill, 

Hi I’m Chloe Johnstone and I go to St Mary’s School.  I 
went on an excursion to Sovereign Hill last week.  My 
favourite part was the Secret Chamber Mine tour 
because it was dark and scary and it was fun.  Gold 
panning was also fun because you got to find gold. 

From Chloe 
 

Dear Sovereign Hill, 

Hi, I’m Emma and I’m from St Mary’s School Rushworth 
and I am writing to say thank-you for all the things you 
taught me.  I had so much fun that I do not have a 
favourite thing - that’s how much fun I had!  

I love how we got to taste the lollies and I love how I 
got to get dress up in the Education Centre and the 
gold pour demonstration.  Thank-you for letting us 
touch the gold.  The Secret chamber mine tour was so 
much fun, I loved the tram. 

Thank-you. 

From Emma 
 

 
Shantelle enjoying the excursion at Sovereign Hill. 

 

 
Grades 3 and 4 had a great time at Sovereign Hill. 

 

BETTER BUDDIES 

The buddies have had some great fun together this 

term.  They enjoyed sports activities, narrative 

writing as well as joining together for school events.  

Last Friday, the students worked on the foundation 

students narrative writing and helped them to create 

a text with illustrations using Google Docs.  The 

buddies will celebrate the end of term together on 

Friday! 
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Some of the students participating in activities. 

 

F/1/2 CLASSROOMS 

Lost Property 

There is a large quantity of lost property (jumpers, 

jackets, etc) near the the F/1/2 classrooms. 

If you are missing any school clothing items, please 

come and have a look to see if they belong to you! 

 

Class News 

Both F/1/2 classes have had a busy few weeks, 

leading up to the end of the term. 

In Reading, we have been focusing on developing our 

reading and comprehension by using different 

strategies, such as "Skippy Frog" where you skip the 

unknown word, read until the end of the sentence 

and then go back to the word to see if you can 

workout what it is and "Determining Importance" 

where we have learnt about what information is 

important in a text and why readers use this strategy 

to help them to become better readers.  We have 

identified joining words in our texts and Big Books 

and have learnt about why these are important in 

both reading and writing.  In Writing, we have been 

working on developing our narrative writing skills 

and identifying the different parts of a narrative 

through character development, setting, plot, 

problem and resolution.  Students have thoroughly 

enjoyed creating their characters for their narratives 

and are currently in the process of writing their 

drafts of their own narratives.  Our next step is 

completing the good copies and publishing our 

wonderful stories! We look forward to sharing them 

with you all soon.  In Maths, we have been learning 

about time and place value.  We have enjoyed 

creating our own clocks and learning how to tell 

o'clock and half past times.  Students have enjoyed 

exploring a range of numbers using MAB blocks and 

identifying the place value of digits in a range of 

numbers. 

 

ROCHESTER NETBALL TOURNAMENT 

We had two netball teams attend the Rochester 

Netball Tournament.  Our teams played some great 

netball and thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  All 

students did a great job at representing our school 

and were respectful and fair throughout the eight 

games of netball. 

Thanks to Rochester Primary School for organising a 

fantastic afternoon of sport.  Thanks to Amy Francis 

for coaching, all the families for transporting the 

students and for their wonderful supporting and 

cheering! 

 
4/5/6 girls enjoying their netball at Rochester 

 

 
 

Harper FrancisHarper FrancisHarper FrancisHarper Francis    
Eli SheltonEli SheltonEli SheltonEli Shelton    

WiWiWiWishing a very Happy Birthday to shing a very Happy Birthday to shing a very Happy Birthday to shing a very Happy Birthday to 
all who are celebrating their all who are celebrating their all who are celebrating their all who are celebrating their 

birthday in the coming weeks and birthday in the coming weeks and birthday in the coming weeks and birthday in the coming weeks and 
months.months.months.months.    
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STUDENTS OF THE WEEK 

Week 10/Term 2 

 
F/1/2KJ:  Roy Gleeson & Aliveah Garvey 

F/1/2TN:  Amelia Ackroyd 

3/4KR:  Joseph Swiss & Tayla Laurie 

5/6LH:  Jemae Miller & Grace Barlow 
 

 
MONDAY LUNCH ORDERS 

LUNCH PRICE LIST 
  $
 Meat pie 3.50 
 Pastie 3.50 
 Party pie 1.20 
 Mini pizza (Supreme or /Ham & Pineapple)3.00 
 Sausage roll (large) 3.00 
 Sausage roll (small) .80 
 Cheese & bacon roll 1.20 
 3 filling sandwich 3.50 
 3 filling roll 4.00 
 4 filling sandwich 4.00 
 4 filling roll 4.50 
 Sandwich with the lot 5.00 
 Roll with the lot 6.00 
 Sml Big M 2.50 
 Sml Nippys 2.50 
 Primas - Orange or Apple 1.50 
   Sauce extra .20c 
 

Remember:  Children will need to hand in their 
orders, in a paper bag, early on Monday morning 
as a staff member from the Rushworth Bakery will 

arrive to collect the orders at 9.30am. 
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Children’s Chatter Matters! 
 

Language Learning activities to have a go at home. 

 

 

9.  Word Builder: 
 Give your child base words and prefixes/suffixes and see how many 

words they can build, and what meaning they might have: 

• Prefixes: un- de- pre- re- co- con- 

• Base Words: play help flex bend blue sad sat Management 

• Suffixes: -ful -ly -less -able/-ible -ing -ion -y -ish -ness -ment 

 

10.  Finding root words and syllables in "Big Words": 
Ask your child to preview the next chapter of their textbooks and write 

down 10 "Big Words." Next, have them highlight the root words that they 

recognize and take off any affixes that they see.  Next, they should 

break up the remaining parts of the word into syllables.  Encourage them 

to infer the meaning of the word based on these word parts.  Ask them 

how they would pronounce the word.  A couple of examples follow: 

Metamorphosis: 
• Root: Morph (change) 

• Affix: meta (whole/big picture) 

• Possible meaning: change of the whole thing 

• Possible pronunciation: meta/morph/a/sis 

Oxygenate: 
• Root: Oxygen (an element on the periodic table) 

• Affix: -ate (to fill) 

• Possible meaning: to fill with oxygen 

• Possible pronunciation: ox/y/gen/ate 



 

St Mary's Newsletter – Page 9 
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WHAT A BUSY TERM 2 WE HAVE HAD 

 

SOVEREIGN HILL 

 
Amber, Harper, Isobel, Imogen & Josh. 

 

 
Mr G & Ms Emma. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROCHESTER NETBALL 

 
Chase, defend, arms up, run, go go go… 

 

ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, ROCHESTER 

 
Students listening to Mr Teggelove. 

 

 
Lounging around Rochy. 

 

 
Have a safe and happy term 2 holidays.  See you 

all back in term 3. 


